io8     ATTACK UPON  THE CANAL
Turkey look upon Egypt. But the Supreme Military
Command was less enthusiastic on the point. German
advice suggested the minor and less hazardous opera-
tion of blocking the Suez Canal: an objective to be
attained by launching a series of raids from a base
in Palestine. The difficulty of maintaining the long
line of communications between Constantinople and
Aleppo, and thence to the southern frontier of Pales-
tine, were more apparent to the German than to the
Turkish mind. Until communication was perfected,
the prospect of concentrating within striking distance
of Egypt a force adequately equipped, and sufficiently
strong, to undertake the conquest of that country was
remote. Further, if the invader was successful in
entering Cairo, so long as the Allied navies dominated
the Mediterranean his position would be precarious.
From the German point of view the proper strategical
and tactical objective of Turkey in the Egyptian
theatre was to block the Suez Canal. But Djemal
Pasha, the new Commander-in-Chief of this front,
lightly brushed aside the risks. His vain imagination
was fired by the thought of a triumphal entry into
Cairo, and he allowed himself to be called * The Saviour
of Egypt *. To the friends who assembled at Haidar
Pasha to wish him good-bye he declared as he stepped
into the train, * I shall not return until I have entered
Cairo *. Such optimism was ridiculous, even for a
Turk. Djemal had not troubled to reflect over the
material difficulties of his task, placing his trust in two
psychological factors. Firstly, that Egyptians would
rise in revolt against the British Forces in occupation
of their country, and secondly, that the Turkish troops
would be inspired to perform prodigies of valour by the
thought of the rich booty awaiting them in Egypt.
He was disappointed in both expectations. A less
superficial study of the situation would have led the
Turkish Commander-in-Chief to different conclusions.

